SAR TRAINING OPERATIONS ~ Openwater FFM
PURPOSE:

· Reinforce skills from last training session on FFMs
· Practice self rescue 
· Practice assist/rescue of team diver in distress
· Gain familiarity/hours diving FFM
GOALS and OBJECTIVES:

Divers will be able to demonstrate mastery of the following skills:
· Act as a tender and using checkout list, determine whether or not diver is in ready status to begin search ops

· Self rescue for an out of air emergency
· As safety diver, locating and supplying back-up air to diver in distress

· Show proficiency using u/w comms and FFM in open water  
METHODOLOGY:

· Dufus Diver Scenarios (timed)
· Two lines- tenders and divers opposite. Divers will have one or more equipment problems to be identified by tenders using check-out procedures
· Roles will be switched
· Self Rescue
· Divers in buddy pairs will use mini-mother descent line and take turns switching from FFM to back-up air and mask. (2x each) 
· A dive supervisor will be assigned to each team.
· One diver will begin search pattern using mini-mother, other diver will follow. Supervisor will signal an out of air emergency to working diver. Out of air diver will go to emergency air supply and follow searchline back to ascent line. Divers will make controlled ascent and debrief on surface. Roles will be switched and exercise repeated.
· Safety Diver 
· Non-diving team member in boat will coordinate comms to dive teams (only one team to perform exercise at a time)
· Teams designated by color or number
· When notified of ready status, diver working mini-mother search will communicate distress to surface (emergency tone, verbal communication or mini-mother pulled down)
· Safety diver will enter the water with back-up air for diver, follow the descent line to the search line and supply diver with air.
· Both divers together will make safe ascent back up ascent line.
· Roles switched
· Divers not yet involved in rescue exercise will be working search pattern off mini-mother
REVIEW SIGNALS:

· Diver in distress
· emergency tone
·  verbal communication 
· mini-mother pulled down
· emergency marker float released
· Dive team designations assigned
SAFETY:

· Buddy pairs
· Dive supervisors
· Shallow water
· Hysucat with light bar, inflatables, PWC form a barrier line across a shallow cove to act as platform for safety divers and to prevent traffic from entering area.
COMMUNICATIONS:

· Radios
· FFMs
· Surface Comms w/divers
SUPPORT and LOGISTICS:

· PWC
· Inflatable(s) anchored as surface support
· Hysucat
FACILITATORS:

Dom, Larry, Jim D.
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