EVIDENCE HANDELING / CRIME SCENE PROCEDURES

The recovery and processing of evidence is of critical importance both in criminal matters as well as in civil actions which may arise from the occurrence of an incident whereby injury or death occurs.  

Consider any specialized equipment (IE: lift devices, evidence containers, body bag, etc.) as well as specialized personnel who may be necessary to receive item(s) (IE: Deputy Sheriff, Evidence Technician, Coroner, etc.)

Dry Land Environment: 

· Sketch location of item showing distances from fixed landmarks.

· Photograph item where found showing 

· relationship to landmarks 

· relationship to other items located  

· close-up depicting condition of item.

· Generate a log entry of item:

-     Description.

-     Location found.

-    Time and date found.

 




-     Finder’s name.

-     Disposition of item (IE: name of person                                                                                                          who took charge of the item).

· Handle item as little as possible.

· Package item as appropriate for preservation / processing.

Aquatic Environment:


· Note general condition and position of item.

· Photograph item if visibility allows.

· Note direction and distance of item from: 

-     your ascending/descending line, or

-     your point of origin (IE: semi-circular search), or

-     a fixed landmark.

· Evidentiary/property items should be placed into a container immersed in the same liquid as when found.

· Human victims (dead bodies) should be bagged

-     underwater, or

-     at the surface, or

-     on a boat.

-     Always out of sight of family and friends. 

Note: refer to Underwater SAR Manual, Chapters 8 (Drownings) and 9 (Recovery and Salvage) for further information.
